AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


I- 8 (canceled) 

9 (previously presented): The process of maintaining the channel capacity of a 
RAID system having storage array controllers which control direct access storage devices 
(DASD) and which generate a binary signal termed a heartbeat when the storage array 
controllers are operational when an active storage array controller fails comprising the 
steps of: 

a. ceasing the emission of the heartbeat by a defective active storage 
array controller, 

b. detecting the cessation of the heartbeat by a defective active 
storage array controller and emission of an activation signal by a reporter active storage 
array controller, 

c. detecting the activation signal by a passive storage array controller 
and assuming the identity of the defective active storage array controller by the passive 
storage array controller, 

d. identifying the DASD of the defective storage array controller by 
the passive storage controller using a table on each DASD, 

e. assimiing control of the DASD of the defective storage array 
controller by the passive storage controller. 

10 (previously presented): The method of claim 9 further comprising after step e: 

f emitting a defective storage array controller signal by the reporter 
storage array controller or the passive storage array controller. 

II- 14 (canceled) 
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